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Church Pears

The church on our street has a big parking lot. On a 
patch of grass at one end is a pear tree. The church lot and 
its tree are our playground.

Most days there are no cars in the lot. On those days,  
my brother and I ride our bikes around and around. But our  
favorite thing is to climb the church pear tree. We have  
climbed that tree a hundred times.

In the summer we help ourselves to the green pears.  
They never taste like the sliced pears that come in a can or  
the ones our mother buys at the store. They always taste  
sour. My brother spits on his pears. Then he wipes them on  
his shirt before taking a bite. I just eat mine as is.

We used to bring the green pears home, but we don’t  
anymore. The last time we brought some home Mom threw  
them in the garbage. Mom says the pears are sprayed with  
bug poison, and if we eat them we’ll get sick. But we have  
eaten plenty and never gotten a tummy ache.

We never eat the pears we find on the ground. Once I  
picked one up and found it covered with tiny ants. 
Sometimes we throw the fallen pears in high arcs across the  
lot, trying to see who can throw the furthest.
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